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Circoscrizione 2/ Corso Orbassano

[ progetti del Poli
per la nuova piazza
di Mirafiori

" MIRIAM CORGIAT MECIO
4

Piazza Mirafiori dovrebbe sorgere all'incrocio
tra i corsi Settembrini e Orbassano, al centro di
due aree - quelle ex Fiat gestite da Tne e quella
compresa tra strada del Portone e corso Tazzoli -
al centro di importanti progetti di riqualificazio-
ne. Nascera cosl una nuova «porta d’'ingresso» a
Torino: ma come apparira? In queste settimane
se lo stanno chiedendo i partecipanti al workshop
organizzato dal Politecnico in collaborazione con
la Waseda University di Tokyo: 15 studenti giap-
ponesi e dell'ateneo torinese che stanno provan-
do a immaginare non solo il futuro della piazza,
ma anche delle aree circostanti. A coordinare il
workshop sono i professori Lorena Alessio per il
Politecnico e Takashi Ariga dell'ateneo di Tokyo.

Insieme a loro e a una serie di esperti gli studenti
hanno fatto alcuni sopralluoghi nell’area elabo-
rando una serie di progetti che immaginano I'ar-
rivo di nuove linee di trasporto pubblico, aree
espositive, parchi e negozi. Elementi che dovreb-
bero trasformare questo angolo di estrema peri-
feria in un «gate» attrattivo e facilmente identifi-
cabile. Le soluzioni presentate sono molto etero-
genee. Un gruppo immagina una «torre» che di-
venti il simbolo della nuova piazza, ma anche am-
pie aree verdi e un sottopassaggio in corrispon-
denza di corso Orbassano. Un secondo ha proget-
tato lo spazio trai corsi Orbassano e Settembrini
come uno snodo di trasporti, dove si uniscono su
diversi livelli metro, tram e automobili, ma anche
spazi di co-working, ristoranti e terrazze. Tutti
gli elaborati verranno presentati domani ai rap-
presentanti delle istituzioni coinvolte nel proget-
to - dal Comune a Torino Nuova Economia - non-
ché a diversi professori e professionisti torinesi.

© rrncromcon o s
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Society
Facing an era of a decreasing population and
population aging

Building communities that people will continue
living in

Takashi Ariga

Takashi Ariga
Professor, Graduate School of Creative Science and Engineering, Waseda University

The idea of building communities that people will continue living in
and issues faced

Japan has faced the social issues of a decreasing population and population aging for quite some time. For example, it
is important to consider residential policy for regional cities in an integrated manner with urban planning that will lead to
the rebirth and revitalization of central urban areas, and when implementing these measures gaining the cooperation of
people through local networks is essential. In addition, it is also important to implement the formation of compact urban
areas through control of land use in the suburbs and consolidation of functions in the urban center in a manner that is
integrated with urban reorganization for that purpose.

") — — In the past, the sphere of living was formed with its
- = ﬂ basis on social human relationships such as regional
!P = - ties, blood ties, and work ties. Meanwhile, in modern
i = society, the scope of living by people and consumption
eI 8 and ic activities have
3 beyond municipalities and built-up areas based on

various living styles and changing life stages, and the
sphere of living has been formed as these elements
overlap. However, ideas for the spatial image and
future targets of community building in response to the
diversification of living styles and changing life stages
in this modern network-based civil society have not
been shared throughout regional areas.

Photo 1. Traditional house with beautiful garden trees and a group of
modern high-rise apartments surrounding it

While the building of communities that people will

continue living in to be led by local residents and local should be conducted in an il manner with

the urban planning and building measur by this is not always necessarily the
case in reality. For example, while the construction of high-rise apartments and the development of small detached
houses in the inner-city areas of regional cities can be i as a positive from the ive of

increasing the population of inner-city areas, it is not really consistent with the real purpose of community building that
consists of the rebirth of the surrounding living environment and improving the attractiveness of central city areas, and
for this reason such measures can hardly be deemed to lead to true regional rebirth and urban district revitalization.
Normally cities must have accumulated many local resources such as the natural environment, the historical and
cultural environment, and the social welfare and educational environment that can make significant contributions to the
renewal and improvement of living environments in cities, if effective social investments are made. From this
perspective, it would be socially significant to consider the various resources that have been accumulated in regions in
terms of building living environments and to work to restore the value of these resources.

Creating new value with living environment resources and
incorporating them in community building
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Contemporary Currents in Japanese Machizukuri (Citizens
Collaborative Community Improvements and Management) and
Their Socio-Cultural Meanings*

Takashi Ariga

Department of Architecture, Faculty of Science and Engineering, Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan
Email: tariga@waseda.jp

ABSTRACT This paper studies the contemporary attempts of Japanese Machizukuri, Citizens Collaborative Com-
munity Improvement and Management, and their socio-cultural meanings in order to shed light on the sustainable
planning approaches dealing with population ageing and decreasing. In recent years, as response measures for
non-physical local issues such as environmental problems and welfare, and with the aim of further enhancing com-
munity-centred planning capabilities against a background of decentralisation in various fields and the establish-
ment of civic society, new cooperative/collaborative-style planning theory is being deployed. Through this process,
community improvement and management is becoming deeper, in terms of technology, systems, and technique.
The study attempts to find out a solution to real-world problems—how to construct a comprehensive planning
theory based on spatial and social challenges arising in modern civic communities, with local resources, social
capital and systems that have resulted from such issues. It also seeks to show how to achieve a vision for the city
as a whole by mutually compiling individual community improvement and management scenarios and programs,
based on the autonomous determination and future vision of the organisations and residents that play leading
roles in the community.

KEYWORDS Machizukuri, citizens collaborative community improvement and management, civic society, local re-
sources, social capital and systems, interactive scenario making

Received July 24, 2017; accepted August 21,2017.

Outlook on Community Improvement and Community improvement and management focuses

Management on the places and environments that are unique to the

o . . locality, the lifestyle and livelihoods there, and the quali-
Community improvement and management is a dynamic . .
. ) o ties of history and culture passed down through the peo-

process in which the organisations that make up a local - . .
ple of the area. Its activities result in the creation of spaces

community play a leading role, and which reflects the po- and physical environments. Future directions are found

sition of the various inhabitants and users over the course within the interrelationships between local elements,

of time from past to future. The focus is on familiar living leading to the revival of places and the reconstruction of
environments and everyday urban built environments.  spatial environments through a systematic integration of

An ideal vision of the community to be shaped is defined  multiple plan elements and resources in a general direc-

by ‘editing’ the interrelationships between diverse spatial
elements and social environments through a step-by-step
process. A direction for the use of unique materials and
resources to be synthesised is defined in order to realise

the vision.

*This paper is a rewrite of lmprovement and management of Community
Management Theory; (Ariga 2010) with additional content included.

tion. Local traditional industries, unique townscapes and
landscapes, places handed down for people to live in, and
traditions preserved in local lifestyles all serve as elements
of community improvement and management. These con-
textual and traditional value resources play a role in the
plan to make the vision of the future a reality.

In recent urban and city-centre revitalisation projects,

54 BUIILT HERITAGE 2017/3
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